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Editor's Note: ESPN Insider has teamed with Blue Ribbon College Basketball Yearbook to provide a 
comprehensive look at all 326 Division I teams. To order the complete 2006-07 edition of Blue Ribbon 
College Basketball Yearbook, visit www.blueribbonyearbook.com or call 1-866-805-BALL (2255).

(Information in this team report is as of October 1.)

COACH AND PROGRAM

In fashion circles, the name Bruce Weber conjures thoughts of groundbreaking photography, Calvin Klein 
ads and high-end models. In Big Ten country, coach Bruce Weber doesn't have much fashion sense (have you
seen that orange-clad blazer he wears?), but he has turned Illinois basketball into a trendy pick.

The Illini hang with an elite crowd now, as they've joined Duke as the only two programs with 25 or more 
wins in each of the last six seasons. During Weber's three seasons in Champaign, they won the Big Ten 
regular-season title twice and finish tied for second last season.

There is no reason the Illini can't be in contention this year either, despite losing the winningest players in 
program history.

Guard Dee Brown led the team in scoring, assists and steals last season. Forward James Augustine led the 
team in rebounds, blocks and was second in scoring. Brown and Augustine were the last remaining starters 
from the 2005 Final Four squad and were both second-round picks in June's NBA draft.

"Dee really for three years -- especially outwardly and just energy-wise -- really carried us," Weber said. 
"James did it with workmanship. He was the guy that comes to work every day and does his job. That's going
to be tough to fill."

PLAYERS

Brown, who Weber at one point labeled the face of Illinois basketball, was recognized as the nation's best 
point guard last season, winning the Bob Cousy Award. Brown more than doubled the assist total of Rich 
McBride, who was second on the team in that statistic.

The Illini don't need his replacement to be the nation's best to be efficient, but finding a player who can 
penetrate and dish will determine the Illini season.

"If you had two questions, one would be leadership and the other would be who is going to be the point 
guard," Weber said.

The Illini return 10 players from last year's roster, including three starters in McBride, Brian Randle and 
Shaun Pruitt. Warren Carter and Marcus Arnold join McBride in the senior class.

"I would love my seniors to fill it [leadership void], but none of them are really talkative guys," Weber said. 
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"But if they have good senior years, we have a chance to be pretty good."

While Weber searches for the right combinations to put in place, the Illini play a favorable schedule for 
developing a team. Staying true to last year's formula, Illinois welcomed neutral site games instead of true 
road tests. Last season, the Illini win at North Carolina was their only game at an opponent's home arena en 
route to a 15-0 record before Big Ten play began.

They don't have any true road games until Jan. 3 at Michigan. They'll play Arizona on Dec. 2 in Phoenix, not 
Tucson. Their annual border clash against Missouri is Dec. 19 in St. Louis. A trip to Cincinnati to play 
Xavier on Dec. 29 is at U.S. Bank Arena, not the Cintas Center on campus.

The Illini catch a break in their Big Ten schedule. They won't have to play at Wisconsin or Ohio State -- both
projected Top 25 teams who many are picking as league title contenders.

Along with finding a point guard, the Illini need a few scorers to emerge too. Among their returnees, 
McBride is the only player who scored in double figures. If Randle (8.5 ppg, 5.4 rpg, .519 FG, .593 FT) 
doesn't increase his scoring production, something will likely be very wrong with the Illini season. He ranked
ninth in the Big Ten in field goal percentage a year ago.

The 6-8, 220 pound junior forward has the skills to do it all, but a broken left hand that forced him to 
red-shirt the 2004-05 season slowed his progress. Weber said Randle, who was chosen to the Big Ten's 
All-Defensive team, was just beginning to tap into his talent.

"Last year he started emerging as one of better players in the league," Weber said. "He has unbelievable 
athleticism. He is a freak athletically with the things that he can do. But he has to tie it in with skills and 
intensity and aggressiveness and confidence."

Weber had an eye on Randle's role for this season knowing that the Peoria, Ill., native could become the 
Illini's top player. Weber wants Randle to take more of a leadership role this season.

"I named him a captain last year more thinking ahead to this year," Weber said. "I thought he would get a 
chance to do some things as a captain and start speaking up. Hopefully that would help him become more of 
a leader this year."

Jamar Smith (8.0 ppg, 1.7 rpg, .470 FG, .482 3PT, .704 FT) is fully capable of helping, if not surpassing, 
Randle on the scoring front. The 6-3 sophomore guard led the conference in three-point percentage as a 
freshman. He made six three-pointers in a game on two occasions including the first round of the NCAA 
Tournament against Air Force.

"He's one of the best shooters that I've ever been around," Weber said. "I knew he could shoot, but the thing 
that amazed me was he had the confidence to step up and make big threes."

Smith was part of a traveling team assistant coach Wayne McClain took to China. He was used primarily at 
point guard on the three-game tour, and he'll probably be part of the "point guard by committee" early in the 
season.

Weber expects Smith, a Big Ten All-Freshman team selection, to become less content to stay behind the arc 
and get to the basket more this season. Three-fourths of Smith's field-goal attempts last season were 
three-pointers. He probably learned that from McBride (10.0 ppg, 1.8 rpg, 2.1 apg, .403 3PT, .880 FT).

The 6-3 senior guard has launched 77 percent of his career field-goal attempts from behind the arc. McBride 
led the team in scoring in five of its last 13 games, increasing his average during that span to 11.9 points.
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McBride started every game last season and was voted the team's most improved player. His playing time 
doubled from 14.4 minutes his sophomore year to 30 as a junior and the rest of his production did, too. He 
averaged just 2.6 points as a sophomore.

There is still the question of who will get McBride the ball when he sets up to shoot. If Smith doesn't 
establish himself at point guard, it's likely Chester Frazier (1.3 ppg, 1.7 rpg, 1.8 apg) or Trent Meacham (6.4 
ppg, 2.7 apg, .459 3PT, .896 FT at Dayton in 2004-05) will be the guy.

Frazier, a 6-2 sophomore, had a 2.4-1 assist to turnover ratio as a freshman. The first Baltimore native to ever
sign with the Illini, he was taken with the thought in mind to replace Brown.

Defensively, Frazier could be the same pesky defender that led the team in steals. Offensively, he is still 
developing. Frazier shot 20 percent from the floor including just 5-of-32 from three-point range.

"He just went way too fast, just like a lot of freshmen," Weber said. "He tried to do too much. We've tried to 
convince him to be basic and solid; to get us into our stuff and create for other people."

Meacham gave up his scholarship at Dayton to transfer and walk on at Illinois last season. The 6-2 
Champaign, Ill., native played in 29 games with the Flyers in the 2004-05 season and was second on the team
with 2.7 assists per game. He also led Dayton in three-point percentage (.459).

The sophomore guard gives Weber a solid option, although he may not be as athletic as the others.

One player still trying to find his way is Calvin Brock (1.4 ppg, 1.6 rpg, .333 FG). The 6-5 sophomore guard 
appeared in just 17 games last season. Weber said the transition from high school forward to college guard 
hasn't been easy for Brock, who had to hone his ball-handling skills.

"He just has to figure out his niche," Weber said. "He's gotten a lot stronger and understands it more. I was 
pleased with his summer."

Weber pointed to 6-9 senior forward Carter (4.8 ppg, 2.8 rpg, .460 FG) as a possible missing link. Carter has 
started just one game in his career and averaged just 12.3 minutes per game last season. But Weber and his 
staff still believe he could blossom into the wing player he envisioned.

"If we could get him to kind of raise his game to where it should be, he could be the X-factor for our team," 
Weber said.

Pruitt (6.2 ppg, 5.1 rpg, .524 FG) has to be the factor for the Illini in the post. The 6-10 junior made as big a 
jump of any Illini player from his freshman to his sophomore season. Pruitt started every game last season 
after playing just 4.6 minutes per game as a freshman. In the final seven regular season games, Pruitt shot 71 
percent from the field.

The southpaw from Aurora, Ill., developed a right-handed hook that kept defenders honest. His rebounding 
average needs to improve. Weber wants Pruitt in top physical condition, which he hasn't been previously.

"His endurance and strength were better, but he still could only play in short spurts of three and four minutes 
at a time," Weber said. "We've got to get him in better shape so he can go longer."

Pruitt seemed more focused over the summer after he was arrested in April from a nightclub incident. Pruitt 
had an altercation with a club bouncer that landed him with community service in lieu of criminal charges.

That was his punishment from the state. Weber's discipline included making the entire team run extra for 
Pruitt's mishap.
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Arnold (3.5 ppg, 2.4 rpg, .461 FG) has a chance to see his minutes increase to the level of his Illinois State 
days. The 6-8 power forward started 47 games in two seasons as a Redbird. He appeared in 32 games last 
season with the Illini.

Red-shirt freshman C.J. Jackson (21.0 ppg, 14.0 rpg at Tri-County/Buena Vista, Ga.) also may have worked 
his way into the rotation. The 6-8, 260-pounder could be lining up for any number of Southeastern 
Conference football teams, but chose to stick with hoops. After sitting out last season, Jackson could provide 
some minutes this time around.

The Illini freshman class should beef up the frontcourt. Forward Richard Semrau (22.9 ppg, 15.2 rpg at 
Lutheran West/Grafton, Ohio) and 6-11 center Brian Carlwell (19.0 ppg, 13.0 rpg, 6.0 bpg at Proviso 
East/Maywood, Ill.) are the only two recruits.

Semrau, a 6-9 power forward from the Cleveland suburb of Grafton, attracted a lot of attention as a junior 
until he hit a dry spell and many schools backed off recruiting him. The Illini didn't, and he could pay 
dividends this season.

"He's a skilled big forward who can shoot the ball," Weber said. "He can probably step out and hit the three, 
but I'm not sure we're going to encourage that right away. He has a chance to be pretty good."

Carlwell could only hope to be as good as the last player the Illini signed from Proviso East High School in 
Maywood, Ill. Weber doesn't expect Carlwell to develop as fast as Dee Brown, a Proviso East alum, until 
after he gets stronger.

"I hope it comes fast, but I don't think it will come this year," Weber said.

Carlwell, whose brother Ronnie plays at Illinois State, is athletic for a big man. He also played receiver on 
the football team.

BLUE RIBBON ANALYSIS

BACKCOURT: B
BENCH/DEPTH: B-
FRONTCOURT: C+
INTANGIBLES: B+

Bruce Weber -- the coach not the photographer -- has spent the last three seasons establishing himself among 
the nation's best coaches. Elevating into elite status means your program never has a rebuilding year. The 
Illini have the talent to stay atop the Big Ten; it's more a question of will Weber get all he needs out of his 
players.

What of those questions about scoring? Illinois faced the same doubts before last season when Brown and 
Augustine picked up the slack. Randle, Smith and McBride have the same potential to do so this season. The 
key for Weber and the Illini is finding a point guard to deliver them the ball. When it's all over, this team will
be as stable as its coach on the floor.

For the most comprehensive previews available on all 326 Division I teams, order the "Bible" of college 
basketball, the 2006-07 Blue Ribbon College Basketball Yearbook, at www.blueribbonyearbook.com or call 
1-866-805-BALL (2255).
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